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Gov. Deal presents awards for achievement in the arts and humanities 

ATLANTA—On Wednesday, Governor Nathan Deal and First Lady Sandra Deal presided over the 
Governor’s Awards for the Arts and Humanities, honoring 12 individuals and organizations from around 
the state for significant contributions to Georgia’s civil and cultural vitality through excellence and 
service to the arts and humanities. The ceremony took place at the state capitol and included remarks 
from members of the public who gave testimony about the impact of the awardees. Each honoree 
received an award handcrafted by a small-metals artist and recent graduate of the Betty Foy Sanders 
Department of Art at Georgia Southern University.  

The Governor’s Awards are presented by the Office of the Governor in partnership with Georgia 
Council for the Arts and Georgia Humanities. 

Georgia Humanities president Jamil Zainaldin said, “On behalf of the Georgia Humanities Board 
of Directors, I would like to extend a heartfelt congratulations to the award recipients, whose important 
work has profoundly impacted the lives of many Georgians.”  

The recipients of the 2016 Governor’s Award for the Arts and Humanities are: 
 
Aurora Theatre, Lawrenceville: Recognized for its investment in the community, exemplary theatre 
programs and multicultural programs 
 
Beach Institute, Savannah: Recognized for its work honoring African American history and culture 
 
Bowdon Area Historical Society, Bowdon: Recognized for its work to document and share local history 
 
Lisa Cremin, Atlanta: Recognized for her transformative work in nonprofit arts management and 
philanthropy 
 
Lee Harper, Atlanta: Recognized for her achievements in dance as a choreographer and educator 
 
Alvin D. Jackson, M.D., Savannah: Recognized for his efforts in historic preservation and education 
 
Macon Arts Alliance, Macon: Recognized for its investment in community and economic development 
through the arts 
 
Museum School of Avondale Estates, Avondale Estates: Recognized for its commitment to an innovative 
education model 
 
Paula Peace, Atlanta: Recognized for her contributions to chamber music 
 
Steve Quesinberry, Newnan: Recognized for his contributions to social studies education 
 
Betty Foy Sanders, Statesboro: Recognized for her work as a visual artist, an arts philanthropist, an arts 
education advocate and for her role in the creation of Georgia Council for the Arts and Humanities 
 
Larry Walker, Atlanta: Recognized for his career as a visual artist and arts educator 
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About Georgia Humanities 
Georgia Humanities is a statewide nonprofit organization that gathers, preserves, and shares our state’s 
distinctive stories through a range of cultural and educational programs and resources. Georgia 
Humanities partners with scholars and educators across the state to bring people together in learning 
and conversation. Founded in 1971, Georgia Humanities is the statewide affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. To learn more, please visit GeorgiaHumanities.org. 
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